
NURSERY RHYME SEQUENCE 

 
Purpose:  Students will sequence nursery rhymes using pictures to tell the story. 

 

Suggested Grade Level:  K 

 

Language Arts SOL:  Oral Language K.1, Reading K.9 

 

Equipment/Materials Needed:  
1. Four different nursery rhymes with 4 scenes to tell the story.  (suggestions would be: Humpty 

Dumpty, The Itsy Bitsy Spider, Little Miss Muffett, and Jack and Jill from the following web 

site http://members.enchantedlearning.com/sequencingcards/index.shtml) 

2. Eight cones 

 

Advance Preparation:   

1. Print out, laminate and cut the story cards for the 4 nursery rhymes. 

2. Set up playing area in a relay race formation with two sets of cones facing each other. 

3. Place a set of the nursery rhyme cards behind each of the cones that the students will be    

facing at the start of the activity.  

 

Directions: 

1. Divide students evenly into 4 groups and have each group stand behind a cone. 

2. Across from them will be their other cone and the laminated picture cards face down. 

3. On the “go” signal, the first person on each team will run to their opposing cone and bring 

back one of the laminated pictures. 

4. When the first person gets back, the second person runs to the opposing cone.  Continue in 

this way until all students have had a turn to retrieve a picture.  

5. As students come back with their pictures, they should place them face up on the ground near 

their starting cone. 

6. When all of the pictures have been retrieved, the group puts them in the proper sequence to 

tell their story.   

7. Have each group show everyone the correct order of their pictures and recite their nursery 

rhyme. 

8. Return the cards to where they were. 

9. Have groups move to a different starting cone and continue as before.  Each group should be 

working on a new nursery rhyme.  

10. Continue until all 4 groups get to do all 4 nursery rhymes. 

 

Teaching Suggestions:  This activity is ideal for 16 students.  If you have more students, you 

should use another nursery rhyme and sequence of cards. It’s not feasible to have more than 4 

people per group with only 4 pieces of the story to retrieve. You could include the title of the 

rhyme with the pictures to make 5 pieces of paper to be retrieved instead of only 4 if you have 20 

students. 
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Modifications/Variations: 

1. Place nursery rhyme cards face down in the center of the playing area all mixed up.  Assign 

each group a specific nursery rhyme.  One at a time the students go to the center, pick a card 

and bring it back to their team.  If the picture is part of their nursery rhyme, they keep the 

picture. If it is not, the next person from the group returns the picture to the center of the 

playing area and draws another picture to bring that back.  Play continues until all teams have 

their 4 pictures from their assigned nursery rhyme.  They will still place their story in 

sequential order on the ground. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 2 of 2 

This lesson was developed by the School Health Initiative Program (SHIP) for the Williamsburg James City County Public Schools (WJCCPS), 

Williamsburg, VA.  SHIP is funded by the Williamsburg Community Health Foundation (WCHF). Parts or all of this lesson can be used and reproduced 

without permission provided that SHIP, WJCCPS and WCHF are credited.  

                                                                                         
 


